
Samoa and FAO
Partnering to improve food security and income-earning opportunities

Samoa joined FAO in 1979 and has hosted the FAO Subregional Office for the Pacific Islands since 1996, covering 
14 island states. Over the past 35 years, FAO assistance has focused on building the evidence base and capacities for 
policy-making, strengthening animal and plant protection and boosting agricultural productivity and marketing in the face 
of climate change. Samoa is involved in FAO’s new initiative on Value Chains for Food Security and Nutrition in the Pacific 
Islands.
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Strengthening animal and plant 
protection 
Threats to biodiversity through the spread of invasive 
tree species and pests are common to all Pacific Island 
Countries, endangering biosecurity and affecting farming 
and agriculture production. In an effort to strengthen 
animal and plant protection, FAO has provided assistance 
to Samoa for the control of pests and diseases, including 
the coconut hispid beetle, the giant African snail, taro leaf 
blight and brucellosis.

Draft legislation covering biosecurity in the food sector 
has been developed and five farmer field schools 
established to promote on agro-ecological approaches to 
pest, disease and weed management.

SUBREGIOnAL SCOPE – COUntRY FOCUS 

Strategic direction for FAO assistance to Samoa is provided 
by the 2013-2017 Country Programming Framework (CPF) 
for the Pacific Subregion, which balances regional-level 
initiatives with demand-driven country-specific plans for 
14 Pacific Island Countries. Across the region, assistance is 
centred on five priority areas:

 � Improved policy plans and legislation
 � Enhancement of ecologically sustainable agricultural 

production (including forestry and fisheries)
 � Improved food quality and safety
 � Improved production, processing and marketing of 

agricultural produce
 � Protection and sustainable use of biodiversity

Aligning FAO’s expertise to Samoa’s development 
priorities

Further to the above region-wide priorities, FAO assistance 
at country level takes into account relevant priorities in key 
national development policies, including the 2012-2016 
Strategy for Development of Samoa (SDS) which mainly aims 
at boosting productivity for sustainable development, and the 
Agriculture Sector Plan (ASP) 2011-2015.
Accordingly, the CPF for Samoa focuses on three areas of 
cooperation: 

 � Policy, legislation and strategic planning, including 
capacity building to support policy and economic analysis 
as well as agricultural data collection and information 
management systems

 � Value chain facilitation and promotion, through 
improved production, processing and marketing 
of agricultural produce, with an emphasis on the 
development of value chains

 � Environmental management and resilience, including a 
focus on ecologically sustainable agricultural production, 
preservation of the country’s biodiversity, and the role of 
women and youth
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addition, an agriculture module is being developed for 
inclusion in the 2016 Census of Population and Dwellings 
as well as the 2018 Household Income and Expenditure 
Survey. Support will extend to the publication of a 
national report on the state of agriculture and fisheries; 
an analysis of the impact 
of current household food 
consumption on nutrition; 
and a value chain analysis 
to identify opportunities for 
increasing efficiencies, with 
a special emphasis on the 
reduction of post-harvest 
losses.

Supporting organic agriculture  
and fair trade
As part of efforts to stimulate income generation Samoa’s 
rural areas and add value to agricultural produce, FAO 
and the Government have been targeting niche markets, 
including the development of organic products. Since 2009, 
FAO has been assisting the country’s growing organic 
agriculture sector through support to farmers and non-
governmental organizations. In partnership with Women in 
Business Development Inc. (WIBDI), trainers and small-scale 
producers and processors in Upolu and Savai’i have been 
trained in organic farming, mixed and multiple cropping, 
composting, nursery management, and harvesting as well 
as post-harvest operations such as processing, including 
solar drying and food packaging. As part of WIBDI’s 
activities, dried misiluki bananas are now exported to 
New Zealand under fair trade certification, as are coffee 
beans, which are then processed and commercialized in 
New Zealand. WIBDI has also taken the lead in promoting 
organic and fair trade practices in Samoa, while providing 
support to farming households with the financial assistance 
of several development partners. 

In addition, FAO has assisted the Pacific Organic and 
Ethical Trade Community in development of an effective 
governance structure and an organic guarantee system for 
the Pacific area.

Preserving protected areas for sustainable 
biodiversity
As part of concerted efforts for enhanced environmental 
management in the Pacific region, FAO has assisted 
Samoa in implementing a biodiversity project to establish 
an integrated system of protected areas (PAs). Project 
components revolve around improved policy and legal 
frameworks to underpin PA networks; strengthened 
capacity for community-based conservation management; 
establishment of new protected areas; and mechanisms 
developed for sustainable financing for the PAs.

Partnering for regional food security 
FAO and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) 
have teamed up to establish a regional Food Security 
Information System. Covering the collection and storage 
of baseline data for six critical food security indicators, the 
system represents a major step forward for Samoa as well 
as all Pacific Island Countries. This collaborative initiative 
has laid the basis for further national capacity-building 
activities to be implemented over the next two years.

Building the evidence base  
for policy making
The achievement of food and income security as well as 
sustainable resource management is dependent on a solid 
policy base, which in turn requires strong data collection 
and analysis as well as information systems. FAO has 
provided technical support to several related country-level 
initiatives, which have proved pivotal in the formulation of 
agricultural policies, sectoral plans and regulations.  

Forging the way for open source land 
administration software

In 2012, Samoa was one of the three pilot countries 
(along with Ghana and Nepal) to operationalize a software 
system known as Solutions for Open Land Administration 
(SOLA). FAO provided technical support for the subsequent 
development and implementation of a customized version 
of SOLA for cadastral mapping. To ensure its sustainability, 
the software, was widely tested by developers from a 
local computer services firm, together with staff from the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment.

Improving agricultural and rural statistics

FAO has supported Samoa in the implementation of 
agricultural surveys and continues to provide assistance in 
the development of evidence-based systems for agricultural 
policies through its Technical Cooperation Programme 
and under the Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural 
and Rural Statistics. The Organization is currently working 
with the Government to implement measures aimed at 
strengthening the country’s 2015 agriculture survey. In 

“Food security and 

adequate nutrition for 

all is where sustainable 

development starts.”

José Graziano da Silva
FAO Director-General
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